








PSB Docket No. -----

Prefiled Testimony of John Goodell
March 3,2008
Page 18 of21

1 summary of the occurrence data for each record of rare species and significant natural

2 community.

3

4 The VY Station is wholly located in an area that has been previously and extensively

5 developed since the late 1960s. Based on our review of the data provided by Mr.

6 Marshall, it appears that the locations of the observed species and natural communities

7 included in the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department's data base are not within the

8 operational portion of the VY Station site. Exhibit EN-JG-13 is a copy ofVY Station's

9 site plan, with the approximate locations of the observed species and natural communities

10 referenced in the attachments to Mr. Marshall's letter.

11

12 As Entergy VY has done in the past, any significant modifications to its ongoing

13 operations will include a review of the potential impacts, if any, to the species and natural

14 communities included in the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department's data base provided

15 by Mr. Marshall for the Board's review and evaluation.

16

17 Act 250 Sub-Criterion 9(K): Public Investment

18 Q22. Will the VY Station unnecessarily or unreasonably endanger the public or quasi-public

19 investment in or materially jeopardize or interfere with the functioning, efficiency or

20 safety or the public's use or enjoyment or access to the Connecticut River?

21 A22. No. A significant public-utility facility is the VY Station itself. The other public or

22 quasi-public facilities, services or lands in the VY Station's area are the New England
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1 Central Railroad's mainline, the hydroelectric station located at Vernon Dam, the

2 Connecticut River and the Town of Vernon's roads.

3

4 Continued operation of the Station will have no impact on operation of the New England

5 Central Railroad, and several trains including Amtrak's Vermonter pass near (about

6 1,100 feet at the closest point) but outside of the VY Station's site daily. The Vernon

7 hydroelectric station is approximately 450 feet from the VY Station's fence and functions

8 today without impact from the VY Station, other than the minimal evaporation of cooling

9 water that is not discharged to the Connecticut River above the dam.

10

11 Continued operation of the VY Station is not expected to have any new or adverse effects

12 on the Connecticut River. I note, as well, that access to the river through the VY

13 Station's lands is already restricted. The continued operation of the Station will not,

14 however, change the public's ability to pass up and down the Connecticut River safely as

15 they do today.

16

17 The testimony of Witness Dodson addresses the aesthetic impact of the VY Station on the

18 views from the Connecticut River as well as the public's ability to access the river from

19 other locations.
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1 Continued operation of the VY Station will not require a significant change in the number

2 ofvehic1es traveling to and from the plant during daily operations and will therefore not

3 cause any significant new impacts to town and state roads.

4

5 Subsection 248(b)(5): Public Health and Safety

6 Q23. Will the VY Station have an undue adverse effect on the public health and safety?

7 A23. No. As I previously testified, the Chief of the Vernon Police Department and Chief of

8 the Vernon Volunteer Fire Company have reviewed the continued operation of the VY

9 Station and determined that such continued operation will not have an undue adverse

10 effect on the public health and safety; as noted in Exhibits EN-JG-I0 and 11.

11

12 Outstanding Resource Waters
13
14 Q24. Under Section 248(b)(8) and 10 V.S.A. § 1424a(d)-incorporated into Section 248 by

15 Section 248(b)( 5)-the Board must also find that the project does not involve a facility

16 affecting or located on any segment of waters of the state that have been designated as

17 outstanding resource waters. In your opinion, do the criteria for designating outstanding

18 resource waters apply to continued operation of the VY Station?

19 A24. No. The VY Station is located on the Connecticut River, which has not been designated

20 an outstanding resource water. Exhibit EN-JG-14 is a letter from the Chair of the Water

21 Resources Panel of the Natural Resources Board confirming that the Connecticut River is

22 not currently designated as outstanding resource waters by the Water Resources Board or
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1 the Water Resources Panel of the Natural Resources Board and that there are no pending

2 petitions to consider designation of the Connecticut River as outstanding resource waters.

3 Q25. Does this conclude your testimony?

4 A25. Yes.


